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Goals

A-ldentify the profile of firearm violence in Brazil:

1. What type of violence,
2. Who are the victims,
3. Where most firearm violence occurs.

B- Describe the trend of firearm-related mortality in
the 1990°s

Focus of the study

* The study focus is on mortality by firearm

The role of firearm in:
Homicide,

Suicide,

Accidental deaths,
Undetermined intention and
Legal interventions.




. Results I

Figure 1. External Cause deaths according to type,
Brazil, 1990’s.
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Figure 2: Firearm-related deaths, Brazil, 1990’s.
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Firearms were used in:

59,3% of homicides in the country,

25,1% of deaths by undetermined causes,
20,5% of suicides,

2,1% of accidental deaths and

69,4% of deaths by legal intervention.




Limits of interpretation: quality of
mortality data

) Misclassification: Undetermined intention

kind of weapon/instrument

10.8% of all firearm deaths were classified as death of
undetermined intention = underestimation of homicides

15% of all homicides were classified as with unspecified
weapon - underestimation of firearm homicides/deaths

Ll Time series analysis should be considered with caution
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Figure 5: Firearm-related mortality rate (/100.000) and increase (%)
by age groups. Brazil, 1991, 1996, 2000.

42,0%

63,6%

66,5%

49,3%

66,1%

29,3%

19%

10,1%

5,7%

[l

0to4 5t09 10to 14 15t0 19 20to 29 30to 39 40 to 49 50 to 59 60 and over
01991 0.33 0.32 1.60 20.16 31.89 22.51 14.99 10.53 6.09
01996 0.44 0.49 2.20 23.28 36.89 25.83 17.13 11.59 6.77
32000 0.46 0.53 2.66 33.48 47.59 29.11 18.41 11.60 6.44




In 2000 firearm-related deaths

Were:

* The leading cause of death for the age groups: 15-24
and 25-34 year-old,

» the cause of death of 12,894 youth between 15 and 24
years.

Fgure 6: Ten leading causes of death, 15-24 year-old population.
Brazil, 2000.
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O Frearm-related deaths

WAl other external causes deaths

O Traffic accidents

O Unespecific signs and symptoms
W Neoplasis

O Creulatory diseases

W Infectious and parasitic diseases
O Respiratory diseases

W Nenvous system diseases

W Digestive tract diseases

OAl others




Figure 7: Firearm-related mortality rate (/100.000), 20-29 year-old

male population, Brazil and state capitals, 2000.
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Ul Firearm deaths are growing in the country and in most

Conclusions

part of its states and state capitals

Ll Have major impact on the growth of violent death in
Brazil.

Ll Measure to curtail the circulation of firearms can play key
role in violence prevention in Brazil.




Major innovations

First study on firearm violence:
O national level,
ten year period,
Q) systematic comparisons,
disaggregates data by
types of violence
victim profile and
location

Major gains

— Assess quality of the data,

Provides a framework for data
improvement,

— Gives visibility to some phenomena ,

Provides key information to monitor the
efficacy of new legislation on disarmament

—> Inform the public for the 2005 Referedum
on sale of firearms.
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