| NTRODUCTI| ON

Since 1997, the Quaker Uhited Nations (Ofice, the
Programe for SrategicandInternational Security Sudies of the
GaduateInstituteof Internationd Sud es, andthe Lhi ted Niti ons
Institute for O sarnanent Resear ch have col | aboratedin bring-
i ng expert presentati ons onissues i n cont enporary arng control
and di sarnanent totheinternati onal conmunity i n Geneva. These
present ati ons have been addressed t o t he nentoer s of the dipl o-
nati c mssi ons i n Geneva, and our goal has beento offer hi gh-
qual ity anal ytical perspectives oncontenporary i ssuesina*user
friendy” fornat relatedtothe policy devel opnent needs and pos-
sibilitiesof thisparticuar conmonity.

The focus of the Geneva Forumsi nce 1998 has been t he
issue of snall arns and | ight weapons. Wien we began our wor k
together inlate 199, thisissuewvas beginningtonakeitsel f felt
a theinternational level. The INPanel of Governnental Experts
onSa |l Ans had begunitswork, andother international efforts
vere under vay. But it vas very early, andtherewas only |inted
attentionbeinggiventosnal | arns and | i ght weapons concer ns
inGneva. |ndevel oping aseriesof semnars onthis engerging
issuearea, weset asowr god s: tofocus atenti ononthei ssues of
snal | arng and | i ght weapons proliferationtocontributetothe
devel opnent of noltilateral pdicyinitiativesandactionplans; to
publ i ci ze i nnovat i ve and practi cal i deas that have energed from
recent researchor fieldexperience; tobuilda“community of d a
| ogue” onthesei ssues; andto devel op and encourage further ac-
tivities or researchthat address the ongoi ng concerns of thepdicy
conmuni ty i n Geneva and beyond.




Inthissnall volune, thereader wll findthe sumary re-
sults of the seminars that were hel d bet ween My 1998 and No-
venber 1999. It isdifficult to neasure howcl ose we have cone
toachievingthelofty goal s we set oursel ves. Inany case, our
small arngintiativescotinue. But webelievethat theseriesthus
far has contributedto consolidating the debat e and i ncreasi ng
understandi ng of the snal | arns probl énatiquewthintheinter-
national conmunity in Geneva. V& hope, throughthis vol une, to
rei nforce the presentations that were nade by our experts by
naki ng t hemavai | abl e i n sunmary f or mt o t hose who at t ended
one or nore of the semnars and to aw der audi ence.

Those who feel progressis sl owintacklingtheissue of
snal | arns and | i ght weapons can take confiort fromthe fact that
today, incontrast towhenwe began our work, thereis arange of
qualityinitiatives be ngundertakenin Gneva— ncl udi ng ongo-
ing projects of our owninstituti ons —whi ch are naki ng i npor -
tant policy-rel evant contributions. And Genevais devel opi ng as
aninportant gl obal node onsnal | arng i ssues.

Inthe series, wehavenat beenad etooffer presentati ons
onall the questions whi ch nake up t he cont enpor ary under st and-
ingof thesnal | arns probl énatique. Wiat the reader wll find,
however, isaninterestingrange of orientations (i ncl udi ng com
nents fromparticipantsinthe semnars) onsnal | arng and lights
weapons i ssues that shoul d assi st inanoveral | under st andi ng of
vhat is at stake. There are presentations onthe conpl ex ques-
tionsrelatedtothe snal |l arns probl emandits nanifestati onsin
perticu ar regiona settings (Smth, Bernan, Grcia Rfig). Racti-
cal issuesrelated bothto assessingthe flows of snall arns
(Laurance) andto neasuringthe effects of snall arns availability
(@upl and and Meddi ngs) areincl uded. Heretoothe reader wi |
findananalysis of theparticuar rdetheavailability of surpl us
weapons pl ays inthe probl emof snal | arnsg proliferationandthe
nanagenent dilemmas it presents (Wi f). The presentation on
the Norwegianlnitiativeon Sal |l Ans Transfers (Sunde) g ves an
exanpl e of howone network of concerned organi zati ons has at -
tenptedto positivelyinfl uence pol i cy devel opnents onsnal | arns
nanagenent. Thereader wll al sofindviews of engaged parti es
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at aninportant stageinthework of the UNG oup of Govern-
nental Experts on Sval |l Arns, whose study i s nowconpl ete
(Donovaki et al ).

For the Geneva Forumpartners, the publicationof this snal |
vol une represents awork i n progress. As the snall arns and
l'ight weapons i ssue hasrisenupthepolitica agenda, sohasthe
palitical discussionbeconenoreheatedanddifficult. Viilethere
w | be nany policy arenas—+ational, regional, andinternati onal —
inwhichthe debate w! | take pl aceinthe nont hs and year s ahead,
one of the nost visibleof thesew!| bethe comng UNQnfer-
enceonthe“lllicit Tradein Swal | Ans andLi ght Véaponsin Al
I'ts Aspects” innmd-year 2001. Vet her or not Geneva ener ges as
thefina venuefor this Gnference, therichenvi ronnent that now
existsinGnevafor examnati on and actiononsnal | arns i ssues
wll beinportant tothe preparationfor this Gnference and be-
yond. The Geneva Forumw || continuetoplay arol einthese
devel opnent s.

The INSecretary General Kofi Annanin hisrecent M/ -
I enni umReport has sunmed up wel | the current state of affairs
inrelationtotackling prod ens associ atedwththepraiferation
of snall arns and | i ght weapons and provi des a usef ul reninder
of vhat theains of our effortsinthis areashoul dbe: “The nany
recent expressi ons of concernabout snall arns proliferationare
awel cone signthat theinportance of theissueis beingrecog-
ni zed, but words al one do nothing to prevent t he ongoi ng sl augh-
ter of innocent people. Daogueiscritica, but we nust natch
therhetoric of concernwth the substance of practical action.”
(Ve the RFegpl es: The Rbl e of the Lhited Nations inthe 21 Gen-
tury, MIlenniumReport of the Secretary General of the Lhited
Nations, April 2000).

Ve wshtothank al | those experts who gavetheir tine
and energiesincontributingtothe Geneva Forumseninars sum
nari zed here. Responsibility for therepresentati on of the content
of these senminars rests wth the Geneva Forumpartners, rat her
thanwththeindi vidual presentersthensel ves. V& al soextend
our gratitudetothe Swss Federal Departnent of Forei gn Afairs,
whi ch provi ded fundi ng for the organi zati on of these senminars




andfor thepublicationanddistributionof thisvoune. FHnaly,
two i ndi vi dual s deserve special nention. Soyros Denetrioudid
nearly all the organi zati onal work i n naki ng t he seninars hap-
pen and al so wote the summary reports presented here.
Genevi éve Bouti n has overseenthe final production of this vol -
une anditsdistribution. Véarevery grateful tothembothfor
their essertia cotributions.

David C Awood, Associ ate Representati ve,
Quaker Lhited Nations Gfice

Keith Krause, Drector,
Programme for Srategicand Internati onal Security Sudi es

Pitricialews, Drector,
Lhited Nations Institute for D sarnanent Resear ch

Qi stophe Grl e, Deputy O rector
Lhited Nations Institute for D sar nanent Resear ch

Sem nars on Contenporary Arns Control and D sar nanent
4



